
BRIDGMAN CITY COUNCIL 
WORKSHOP MEETING 

JANUARY 4, 2016 
6:30 PM 

 
The workshop meeting of the Bridgman City Council was held at the Bridgman City Hall, 9765 
Maple Street, Bridgman, Michigan and called to order by Mayor Anderson 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT: Ramso, Catania, Boyd, High, Anderson, Liskey and Barnes. 
COUNCIL ABSENT:  None 
ALSO PRESENT:    Attorney Sencia, Eng. Nykamp, Manager Ganum, Police Chief Unruh, St/Fire 
Knuth, Asst. Manager Kading, Treasurer Brychta and Clerk Hahaj. 
 

HEARING OF CITIZENS: 
 

No Citizens wished to be heard. 
 
Moved by Council Member Boyd and supported by Council Member High to approve the 
agenda for the January 4, 2016 meeting with the addition of the lights on Lake Street.  Motion 
was passed unanimously. 
 
Moved by Council Member Boyd and supported by Council Member High to accept the minutes 
for the December 21, 2015 meeting.  Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Moved by Council Member High and supported by Council Member Barnes to approve the bills 
in the amount of $73,220.91.  Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Moved by Council Member Catania and supported by Council Member High to adopt Ordinance 
189 “Repeal Ordinance 187 “Dune Overlay District”.   
 
YES:  Ramso, Catania, High, Anderson, Liskey and Barnes. 
NO:  Boyd. 
 
Ordinance Declared adopted. 
 

WORKSHOP 
 

FY 2015 Audit presentation by Rehmann Robson: 
 

 The Auditor stated that they preform independent tests on transctions, not every 
transaction is tested. 

 
 
 



 

 Bridgman goes above all the requirements of the audit and they have received awards 
for their finance reporting.  

 It is required that the City reports its unfunded liabilities.  The City Pension is unfunded 
by $500,200.00. 

 State Revenue sharing is going up 

 The auditor stated that the City of Bridgman could continue operations for 6 months 
without any money coming in. 

 
Manager Ganum stated that the City needs to obtain contracts from all of its contractual 
employees. 
 
The Council received the performance evaluation for the City Manager review.  Mayor 
Anderson stated that the review should be turned in by January 18, 2015.  The City Managers 
review will be February 1, 2016. 
 
The annual Retreat for the City Council will be in February, the focus of the retreat will be a 5 
year plan for the City, and all department heads will be present. 
 
“YEAR OF THE COMMUNITY” 
 

 Mayor Anderson asked the Council for their input on the “Year of the Community”. 

 We need to improve communication with the citizens. 

 Need to find cost effective ways to communicate with all of our Citizens. 

 What issues need to be presented to the council. 

 Do the Citizens have to attend a meeting to be heard. 

 Can citizens present their concerns in writing. 

 The council would like some guidelines. 
 
Council Member Catania stated that the Street lights are out on Lake Street. 
 
The Council was given their tablets and Electronic Device Policy and also had some training 
from the Bridgman Public Library. 
 
Moved by Council Member Liskey and supported by Council Member High to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
 
 
____________________________________     ____________________________________ 
Pamela Hahaj, Clerk                                                Hannah Anderson, Mayor  


