
Background of the Weko Beach Event Venue Proposal 

On October 18, 2016 the City of Bridgman posted a Notice of Intent at City Hall, the Bridgman 

Public Library and Weko Beach. The Notice of Intent, which was also published in the Herald-

Palladium on October 21 and 22, 2016, stated the following:  

The City of Bridgman intends to enter a two-year agreement with Classic Beach Weddings, LLC 

for the use of a portion of Weko Beach as an event venue for weddings, prom parties and the 

like.  This notice is hereby published and posted pursuant to the Charter of the City of Bridgman 

at least forty-five days and not less than thirty days prior to the Bridgman City Council’s 

approval of such agreement. 

The proposal to develop an event venue at Weko Beach was first brought before the Bridgman 

City Council on March 10, 2016 when representatives of Classic Catering, Inc. asked the Council 

to consider entering into a private-public partnership for the development of an event space at 

Weko. The proposal included the installation of a 40’ by 80’ metal framed tent in the southern 

half of the beach from May 1 through October 10.  During the meeting a number of questions 

were raised by the Council, many of which were focused on the site and operation of the 

venue.  On October 3, 2016 Classic Catering returned with a follow-up presentation that sought 

to clarify questions which were posed earlier.  In general, the proposal was favorably received 

by the Council as evidenced by the motion which was unanimously approved: 

“To proceed with getting the final agreement worked out between both Classic Catering’s 

Attorney and City Attorney Bell and to bring the final agreement back to the City Council on 

October 17, 2016” 

A legal review revealed a City Charter clause describing Notice of Intent provisions regarding 

approval of concessions or licenses on public park lands.  The provisions exist to provide citizens 

and interested parties with a basic level of notification prior to the City granting concessions or 

licenses.  As required by Charter, notices were published and posted.  Additionally, the proposal 

was mentioned in a Harbor Country News article (HCN - Oct 18, 2016) on the same date of the 

postings.   

In the two weeks following the postings and publications news of the proposal has spread 

throughout the Bridgman community. A number of people have either telephoned or visited 

City Hall to obtain more information, ask questions or voice their concern.  Letters to the editor 

expressing concern and opposition to the concept have also appeared in local newspapers.  

Clearly, citizens are eager to learn more about the nature of the proposal and have an 

opportunity to voice their position on the matter before a decision is made or a final 

conclusion is reached by City Council.  In turn, those of us in the Bridgman administration are 

eager to provide a forum for residents, businesses owners, property owners, as well as others 

http://www.harborcountry-news.com/articles/2016/10/18/news/doc5806e0a31f866916228544.txt


who care for Weko Beach, to express themselves. We believe that the relationship between a 

government and its citizens must be built on a foundation of trust and accountability.  One of 

the City’s five primary values is inclusivity. Inclusivity means that we trust our residents by 

encouraging broad-based participation. In addition, we value a collaborative spirit by 

embracing collaboration and shared decision making.  In short, a community conversation 

about the Weko Beach event venue must occur so that City Council can reach a decision that 

reflects the will of all the people.  

A Community Conversation and the City’s Approach 

As city manager one of my most important responsibilities is to listen to citizens.  Conveying 

citizens’ views to the City Council and staff ensures that an open line of communication is 

maintained and that Bridgman develops in accordance with the desires of its citizens rather 

than those of a small number of individuals at City Hall.  I understand and appreciate that Weko 

Beach is a very special place in Bridgman, which is held dear in the hearts of our residents (and 

many outside of the community as well).   We place great value on Weko Beach because it 

forms such a significant part of Bridgman’s identity. The lake, beach and dunes are the 

backdrop to one of the most beautiful sunsets in the world.  It is no wonder why the proposal 

has generated strong feelings, which is precisely the reason to have an open meeting (or series 

of meetings) ahead of any decision. 

As of the time of this writing the City intends to hold a special meeting on Saturday, December 

3, 2016 at 10:00 AM at the Weko Beach house.  This date has been chosen for a few reasons.  

First, it will take place after the “new” City Council holds its inaugural meeting on November 21.  

Three new council members will take the oath of office that evening and all of the council 

members will be attending a council and board training on December 1.  This provides the new 

members at least some time for orientation to the position before taking on such a weighty 

issue.  Secondly, we realize that the weekdays may pose a scheduling challenge for a majority 

of persons, particularly if the meeting is held during the day.  Finally, holding the meeting at the 

beach house will help keep the issue focused on the subject matter – Weko Beach and whether 

or not to make any changes to it.  An added benefit of holding the meeting at Weko Beach is 

that Classic Catering, Inc. has pledged to erect a tent similar in size to the one being proposed in 

order to provide citizens with a visual gauge.  Installation of the tent is weather dependent as 

we enter the winter months, but the intent is to have it installed and in full view in time for the 

public meeting. 

If you wish to view the presentations that were made to the City Council on March 10 and 

October 3 please find them here:  March 10, October 3.  The proposed site layout may be found 

here. 
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Mr. Brett Boyd of Classic Catering, Inc. will be presenting the information during the public 

meeting on December 3 for all interested parties to see firsthand.  Citizens will then be invited 

to ask questions or express their views. 

If anyone wishes to reach out to the City of Bridgman administration ahead of the meeting 

please contact me at 269.465.5144 or jganum@bridgman.org.  Thank you! 

Juan E. Ganum 

City Manager 
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