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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
Introduction
This section details the location and history of the city. It lays
out the jurisdiction of the parks and recreation plan and
describes the extent and focus of the plan.

determine the direction in which the department will focus its
efforts to grow, develop and improve. The plan focuses on the
maintenance and improvement of the parks and recreation
facilities and programs within the city of Bridgman.
Figure 1: Regional Map

Location
The City of Bridgman is located on the shores of Lake
Michigan in the west central region of Berrien County.
Bridgman lies between the cities of St Joseph and New Buffalo
and is encompassed by Lake Charter Township.
History
The City’s history begins in the 1850’s following the
development of George Bridgman, Warren Howe, and Charles
Howe’s lumber company. The City then developed into a
center of commerce and agriculture following the construction
of the railroad and is now home to both seasonal and
permanent residents. Its “Bridgman on the Lake” identity
originated from the Weko Beach House construction in the
1920’s and the City has been a focal point for tourism centered
around the development of Weko Beach and Campground.
Focus
The parks and recreation plan entails the vision, goals and
objectives of the City of Bridgman Parks and Recreation
Department. It aims to orient the park department and

The map depicts the city of Bridgman and its proximity within the
state of Michigan and Berrien County.

3

Natural Features
The City of Bridgman’s unique landscape formed during the
last glacial period and features approximately 1.6 miles of
shoreline along the coast of Lake Michigan in the southwest
region of Michigan. The State of Michigan is home to several
hundred thousand acres of sand dunes of which 70,000 acres
have been designated as Critical Dune Areas. The City of
Bridgman contains 676 acres of those Critical Dune Areas,
located primarily on the west side of Red Arrow Highway.
Tanner Creek which aids in storm water management can be
found in a valley cutting through those dunes as it winds its
way to Lake Michigan and drains into the lake just south of
Weko Beach. In contrast, the east side of Red Arrow Highway
is comprised of flatlands on which most of the city was built.
Bridgman’s soil content varies between Spinks-OakvilleOshtemo Association, Blount-Rimer Association and
Morocco-Thetford- Granby Association soils. As the city
developed, natural vegetation and wildlife habitat has been
largely confined to the few remaining undeveloped areas such
as portions in and around Warren Dunes.

ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE
The City of Bridgman has historically operated the Parks
under the supervision of the Water and Sewer Superintendent.
In addition, a Park Committee comprised of several Council
members worked to develop oversight for the parks. The
committee appointed the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
to provide input, exchange ideas and promote awareness of the
parks.
Recently, the City established the position of Parks Director
and delegated the responsibility of oversight of the City parks
and recreation facilities and staff. The parks are now managed
by the Director of Parks and Recreation working under the
supervision of the City Manager. An Assistant Director works
under the guidance of the Director and together they
manage the facilities and seasonal staff of the parks
department. Some maintenance activities are supported by the
cooperation of the Department of Public Services with the
Parks Department including the operation of heavy
equipment and lawn care. Volunteers and community
groups assist with the improvements and care of the parks on
an informal basis. The local Bridgman schools frequently
offer student feedback and participate in creative planning
and problem-solving opportunities. Recently the Bridgman
middle school and elementary school Lego Leagues met
with City staff and worked to develop creative ways to
improve Weko Beach.
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The Parks Department operates with a budget of approximately
$480,550 that is supported by the revenue generated from
the park’s operations. Camping fees, park passes, and
concession sales constitute the bulk of the annual
departmental operating revenue. Salaries and wages of parttime and full-time staff combined
for maintenance
expenditures utilities and contractual services make up the
majority of the departmental expenditures. The department
budgeted about $45,000 for annual maintenance during the
most recent fiscal year. While their is currently no funding in
the budget spent on recreation programming, new
programming is expected during the upcoming fiscal year.
Finally capital improvement projects are completed using
funding from grants, the surplus fund balance and annual
budgeting.
Figure 2: Organizational Chart

PARKS AND RECREATION
FACILITY INVENTORY
Introduction
This section will provide detailed inventory of all the facilities
held by the parks and recreation department as well as a list of
privately-owned local recreation facilities that serve our
community. The inventory will include the type and number of
facilities as well as their size, condition and accessibility.
Methods used to conduct the inventory include drive through
and walk through examinations. These were conducted by city
staff members including the Director of Parks and Recreation
and the City Engineer. Internet resources were used to research
parks and recreation facilities that provide services in the local
region.

5

City of Bridgman Parks and Recreation Facility
Inventory
Weko Beach
This park sits on the Shores of Lake Michigan and is the focal
point of the parks department. The park consists of 42 acres of
beach front property with over 900 feet of shoreline and hosts
the Weko Beach House and Weko Campground. Weko Beach
encompasses critical dunes and portions of undeveloped
woodland dunes where wildlife is often found. The park is used
by locals and tourists for both camping and beach access.
Weko Beach House
The beach house was built in 1928 and
reconstructed in 1991. Much of the facility is
in good condition, however, the public
restrooms have some wear and tear. The beach
house makes these amenities available:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Public restrooms and changing station
Outdoor shower
Concession stand
Rental hall with private restrooms
Wrap-around deck
Rental kayaks

Weko Beach
The beach is well maintained, but several of
the amenities and structures need repair.
The boardwalk retaining wall is in poor
condition in several places and may be a
public hazard. As a result, it is in need of
replacement or repair. The boardwalk on
the beach and over the dunes is in fair
condition and will need to be replaced in the
short to mid-term future. Amenities at the
beach include:
• Vehicle parking spaces
• Boat ramp parking spaces
• Boat launch ramp
• Dune boardwalks and observation decks
• Bridge over Tanner Creek
• 960 feet of shoreline
• Beach picnic area with 5 grills
• Volleyball area
• Lake street playscape/picnic area
Weko Boat Launch
The Weko Beach boat launch is located within
Weko Beach Park on the shoreline of Lake
Michigan at the north end of Weko Beach. The
boat launch is intended to serve as a public
access point for boat access on Lake Michigan
and does not permit personal watercraft to
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launch from the ramp. The ramp is a direct
launch point into the lake and does not receive
routine dredging. The maintenance is
addressed on an as-needed basis and primarily
involves clearing sand from the ramp and
clearing the path to the launch. The boat ramp
has been supported by contributions from the
Donald C. Cook Nuclear Plant and TowBoat
U.S.
Weko Campground
Weko Campground ranger station and
bathhouses/restrooms are in fair condition.
While they function well enough for use,
they are out of date.
• East Campground
o 23 campsites with water and electric
o Restroom/Bathhouse
• West Campground
o 17 campsites with water and electric
o 3 cabins
o Restroom/ Bathhouse
• South Campground
o 21 campsites with electric
o 4 cabins

Toth Park
Toth Park consists of 7 acres of land and is located at the end
of Toth Street in the center of the City. The three playscapes at
Toth Park are in fair condition and in need of repair or
replacement in the short to mid-term future. The neighborhood
park has the following facilities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 large playscapes
2 swing sets
2 basketball courts
Paved walking track
Pavilion
Restrooms
Cornhole boards
Dog park

Legion Park
Legion park is a small mini-park with .52 acres of land and
located on the north side of Lake Street at the end of Post
Court. It primarily services community members in its
neighborhood. Its only two facilities are in working condition
and listed below.
•
•

Gaga ball pit
Tire swing
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City of Bridgman Park Deficiencies
The deficiencies below were identified during a walkthrough
survey in November 2019.
Table 1

Park
Weko Beach

Deficiencies
Campground
East and West restrooms out of date
South using porta-john toilets
Dirt road washout is a continual
maintenance issue
Ranger Station
Lacks heating
Failing A/C unit
Garage door in poor condition
Beach House Public Restrooms
Men’s north wall deteriorating at base
Vinyl Baseboard peeling
Boardwalk
Retaining wall collapsing
Deck boards deteriorating

Private Facilities
Lost Dunes Golf Club
Our local privately owned Lost Dunes Golf Club offers 18
holes and sits at 9300 Red Arrow Highway in Bridgman.
Pebble Wood Country Club
This privately owned, 18 hole golf course is located at 9794
Jericho Road in Bridgman.
Captain Mike’s Fun Park
This private recreation facility is located at 10975 Red Arrow
Highway in Lake Township and offers the recreational
opportunities listed below.
• Go-karts
• Bumper cars
• Bumper boats
• Game room
• Miniature golf
• Batting cage
• Jumpshot trampoline basketball

Public School District Facilities
Toth Park
Legion Park

Playscapes
Lacking development

Bridgman Public School District is home to a variety of
recreational facilities that are utilized by local community
members. Most notably, the community pool is home to fitness
programs, swimming lessons, diving lessons, group rentals,
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open swim, lifeguard training and club teams. The local school
district has the following recreational amenities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baseball/softball diamonds
Football fields
Soccer fields
Green spaces
Tennis courts
Basketball courts
Community pool
Community weight room
Track
Playscapes

Regional Parks and Recreation Areas
Lake Township Park
Located on the corner of Gast Road and Snow Road, this park
has several recreational amenities that are detailed below.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baseball/softball diamonds
Picnic areas with pavilions
Playscapes
Soccer fields
Volleyball
Disk golf course
Restrooms

Warren Dunes State Park
Located at 12032 Red Arrow Highway in Sawyer, this park has
the recreational amenities that are laid out below.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1,952 acres
Hiking trails
Picnic areas
Campground
Beach
Restrooms
Concessions/store
Hunting zone
Dog park

Grand Mere State Park
This public park is located just north of Bridgman and offers
the following amenities and recreational opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

985 acres
Hiking
Hunting
Fishing
Paddling sports
Beach
Boat launches
Picnic areas
Pavilion
Play Area
Restrooms
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Warren Woods State Park
This state park is in Berrien County near Three Oaks and
serves as a recreational area in the region with the following
amenities:
• Hiking
• Picnic area
• Restrooms
Galien River Nature Preserve
This County Park is located in New Buffalo Township and
operates as a recreation area for the local region with the
following amenities:
•
•
•
•

86 acres
Boardwalk
Overlook platform
Fishing

Accessibility Evaluation
Barrier free access continues to be both a challenge and goal
for all aspects of recreation in the City of Bridgman. Bridgman
continues its commitment to improve park facilities to
accommodate various accessibility needs. The Bridgman parks
and recreation facilities have been evaluated using the 2010
ADA Standards for Accessible Design. The evaluation was
conducted by the City Engineer and Director of Parks and
Recreation based upon the following ADA established
guidelines.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

None of the facility elements meet accessibility guidelines
Some of the facility elements meet accessibility guidelines
Most of the facility elements meet accessibility guidelines
All of the facility elements meet accessibility guidelines
The park was developed/renovated using the principles of
universal design
Table 2

Park Name
Weko Beach
Toth Park
Legion Park

Accessibility
Rating
2
2
2
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Bridgman High School

Bridgman

X

Bridgman Elementary School

Bridgman

X

Bridgman Middle School

Lake Twp.

Community Swimming Pool
Lake Township Park
Warren Dunes State Park
Grand Mere State Park
Warrren Woods State Park

Galien River Nature Preserve
(Undeveloped)
Pebblewood Country Club
Captain Mike's Fun Park
Lost Dunes Golf Club

Bridgman
45 acres
Lake Twp.
Lake Twp.
~2000 acres
Lincoln Twp.
985 acres
311 acres Chikaming Twp.
86 acres
18 holes
5 acres
18 holes

X

X

X

8
X

X

Grill

X
X
X

X
X
X
X

X
X

Bike Rack

X

Picnic Table

X

Benches

Drinking Fountain
X
X

Boat Launch

1

X
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X
X
X
X
X
X

New Buffalo Twp. X
Lake Twp.
Lake Twp.
Bridgman

X
X

River/Lake Frontage

X
X
X

Beach House

Location
Bridgman
Bridgman
Bridgman

Pavilion

Size
42 acres
7 acres
1/2 acre

Public Restroom

Facility
Weko Beach
Toth (Municipal) Park
Legion (Veterans) Park

Natural Area/Garden

Regional Parks &
Recreation Areas

Other
Community
Facilities

Parks

Public

City of Bridgman
Parks and Recreation Plan
Existing Facilities Inventory

Parking

Amenities

X
X
X

X
X
X

X

X

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
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X
X

X
X
X
X

X
2

1
3

X

X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
68 X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X
X
X

X

X

X

2

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X X
X

Electric/Water Service

X

RV Dump Station

X

Cabin

X

Shower Facility

Dog Park

Sports

Go-karts

Miniature Golf

Hunting

Fishing

Concession

Swimming Pool

Arcade

Weight Room/Fitness

Multi-Purpose Court

Volleyball Court

Tennis Courts

Track

Soccer

Football

Softball

Baseball

Basketball

Open Play Field

Golf

Boardwalk

Camping

Beach

Cross Country Skiing

Horseback Facilities

Tot Play Equipment

Large Play Equipment

2
X
Small Play Equipment

Swings

Walking Paths/Trails

General Recreation
Other

2
6
X
X

X
X
X

X

X
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Recreation Grant History
Applicant: City of Bridgman
Description: City Engineer confirmed funds in excess of
$500,000 from Coastal Management were used for the
construction of boardwalks, observation platforms and parking.

Project No: CM-00-266
Project Title: Park Improvements
Project Year: 2000
Grant Amount: $173,900
Project Status : Closed
Description: Construction of buildings addition for
restrooms/shower and paving the parking lot.

Description: Renovation of Beach House
Project No: 26-01023N1
Project Title: Shore Protection (Groins)
Project Year: 1977
Grant Amount: $12,591
Project Status: Closed
Description: Shore Protection

Project No: 91-349
Project Title: Campsite Improvements
Project Year: 1991
Grant Amount: $37,500
Project Status: PA Exectued
Description: Overhead wire burial and construction of
restrooms
Project No: BF89-392
Project Title: Beach House/Community Center
Project Year: 1989
Grant Amount: $201,205
Project Status: PA Executed
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PLANNING PROCESS
This plan was developed during a four-month period between
October 2019 and January 2020. The planning process began
with evaluation of previous master plans, city demographics
and considerations from public input and parks staff. The plan
was guided by the Director of Parks and Recreation with
assistance from the Assistant Director and several city
engineers. Parks staff identified areas of improvement and
potential capital improvement projects. A survey was then
created to acquire public input on the parks and recreational
opportunities and solicit specific and broad insight from local
and regional community members. The areas of improvement
identified by parks staff were then compared to the survey
results to help establish a complete list and rank according to
priority. Once the draft was drawn up and completed, it was
made available and the public was once again given an
opportunity to provide feedback.

PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS
As previously stated, the first step taken in the planning
process was to evaluate information about the citizens of the
greater Bridgman area and review the previous master plans
and previous public input provided during those processes.
Current public input was then actively sought out to aid in the
planning process. The public was asked to contribute and
provide feedback and suggestions on a survey. Following the
survey, a public draft of the Parks Master Plan was made
available to view at city hall or on the city website. In
accordance with required guidelines, an open public hearing
was advertised on December 9 and held by the City Council on
January 20 seeking additional public feedback.
Small group meetings were also utilized to acquire input from
members of the local community. One such meeting took place
on October 22, 2019 and included a local group of Bridgman
mothers named “Friendship Row” who reached out and met
with the city to discuss their hopes and concerns for the city
parks. This meeting with “Friendship Row” identified areas of
improvement for Weko Beach, Toth Park and Legion Park.
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Bridgman Parks & Recreation Plan Survey

Q1 Where do you live?
Answered: 233

Skipped: 0

City of
Bridgman

Lake Charter
Township

Other (please
specify)

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

City of Bridgman

41.20%

96

Lake Charter Township

22.32%

52

Other (please specify)

36.48%

85

TOTAL

233
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Bridgman Parks & Recreation Plan Survey

Q2 Including yourself, how many people in your household fall into the following age groups?
Answered: 233

Skipped: 0

0-10

11-18

19-29

30-39

40-59

60+

0

ANSWER CHOICES

1

2

3

4

5

6

AVERAGE NUMBER

7

8

9

10

TOTAL NUMBER

RESPONSES

0-10

2

159

95

11-18

1

113

78

19-29

1

78

62

30-39

1

114

80

40-59

2

216

120

60+

2

189

86

Total Respondents: 233
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Bridgman Parks & Recreation Plan Survey

Q3 How important are recreational and leisure time activities to the quality of life enjoyed by your
household?
Answered: 233

Skipped: 0

Extremely
important

Very important

Somewhat
important
Not so
important
Not at all
important
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Extremely important

49.79%

116

Very important

38.63%

90

Somewhat important

9.87%

23

Not so important

0.86%

2

Not at all important

0.86%

2

TOTAL

233
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Bridgman Parks & Recreation Plan Survey

Q4 How satisfied are you with the recreational activities currently available in the community?
Answered: 233

Skipped: 0

Very Satisﬁed

Somewhat
Satisﬁed
Neither
Satisﬁed no...
Somewhat
Dissatisﬁed
Very
Dissatisﬁed
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Very Satisfied

13.73%

32

Somewhat Satisfied

53.65%

125

Neither Satisfied nor Dissatisfied

14.59%

34

Somewhat Dissatisfied

15.88%

37

Very Dissatisfied

2.15%

5

TOTAL

233
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Bridgman Parks & Recreation Plan Survey

Q5 Please tell us the number of times each month that someone in your household uses/visits
the following parks and recreational facilities (in season).
Answered: 233

Skipped: 0

Weko Beach

Toth Park

Legion Park

0

ANSWER CHOICES

1

2

3

4

5

6

AVERAGE NUMBER

7

8

9

10

TOTAL NUMBER

RESPONSES

10

2,246

231

Toth Park

4

638

161

Legion Park

1

92

141

Weko Beach

Total Respondents: 233
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Bridgman Parks & Recreation Plan Survey

Q6 For what reason(s) do you visit Weko Beach?
Answered: 233

Skipped: 0

Beach

Boardwalk

Camping

Playscape
Warren Dunes
Dog Park access
I don’t visit
Weko Beach
Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Beach

84.55%

197

Boardwalk

46.35%

108

Camping

15.88%

37

Playscape

9.44%

22

Warren Dunes Dog Park access

25.75%

60

I don’t visit Weko Beach

4.72%

11

Other (please specify)

24.46%

57

Total Respondents: 233
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Bridgman Parks & Recreation Plan Survey

Q7 For what reason(s) do you visit Toth Park?
Answered: 233

Skipped: 0

Basketball
courts
Dog park
Open green
space
Pavilion

Playscape

Walking track
I don’t visit
Toth Park
Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Basketball courts

5.58%

13

Dog park

19.74%

46

Open green space

10.73%

25

Pavilion

6.44%

15

Playscape

18.03%

42

Walking track

18.03%

42

I don’t visit Toth Park

56.65%

132

Other (please specify)

3.86%

Total Respondents: 233

9
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Bridgman Parks & Recreation Plan Survey

Q8 The parks department should
invest in improving and
developing the following parks.
Answered: 233

Weko
Beach

Skipped: 0

Toth
Park

Legion
Park

0
%

10
%

20
%

Strongly
Disagree
STRONGLY DISAGREE
Weko Beach
Toth Park
Legion Park

30
%

40
%

Disagree

DISAGREE

50
%

60
%

Agree

70
%

80
%

90%
100%

Strongly
Agree

AGREE

STRONGLY AGREE

TOTAL

8.23%
19

8.66%
20

45.89%
106

37.23%
86

231

7.94%
15

12.17%
23

47.62%
90

32.28%
61

189

7.02%
12

23.98%
41

47.95%
82

21.05%
36

171
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Q9 Please offer additional comments, suggestions or improvements you would like to see in our
park facilities or recreational opportunities.
#
1

RESPONSES

Answered: 124
Skipped: 111
We NEED a solid/flat ramp to get older residents or handicapped people from the parking lot to the shoreline. The rubber
wheeled wheelchair is to hard to push through the sand for most people. Dogs on the beach... This is a continues problem
that we see everyday on Weko. I understand we are a dog friendly town but not everyone reads the signs or follows the
rules. Please police enforce no dog policy. Charging more money for NON Residents to enter into our beach, charge more
than the surrounding beaches charge. Police presence all week long at Weko.

DATE
1/20/2020 2:09 PM

2

I am not certain how the electrical hook ups will work on the boardwalk. Most of what I see seems necessary. I know there is
a grant that you are applying for but I don’t know the amount. Does the City have to match it? Will my taxes go up? I like the
simplicity of the beach. I am not for making it a crowded park and I don’t believe it will help the City if it becomes a popular
spot. I believe it will add to the City costs. I live off of Lake Street and I do see groups of people walking to the beach. I
assume so they don’t have to pay for their vehicle. If you want to use our beach there should be a charge for non residents. I
moved here when there was no blacktop for parking spaces and I liked the beauty of it. I am happy that dogs are not allowed
on the beach and that when they walk to Warren Dunes the dog must be on a leash. I walk to the beach when the weather
permits and people do not pick up after their dogs. I appreciate that the City provides bags, but some people are not
responsible. My motto is Keep it Simple. Thank you

1/20/2020 10:10 AM

3

Park Shade Additional shaded areas would be appreciated in the summer heat

1/8/2020 1:23 PM

4

Our poor beach needs help. Need to bring back the food options at the beach house And open up the sitting area and the
beach house so you can eat and look at the water like you used to be able to

1/8/2020 1:01 PM

5

Splash Pad Spray fountains kids can play in at one of the parks probably Weko. More functions like the wine and beer
events at Weko. Overall, the city does a great job.

1/8/2020 2:13 AM

6

Playgrounds It would be lovely if the playscapes were updated, growing up in the area, that’s the same equipment that I
played on nearly 20 yrs ago, it’s time for an update! Soft foamy ground underneath equipment would be great, the wood
chips and sand burrs are hazardous. We have 2 children and would love to support Bridgman parks, whereas now we often
take travel to surrounding communities.

1/6/2020 1:39 PM

7

I'm a new resident. I moved here to take advantage of parks and rec properties, so please continue to invest in them.

1/6/2020 1:04 PM

8

Park Shade Playgrounds when my grandchildren visit, they like to go to the beach every day. The younger ones need a
better play ground at Toth Park. There is little shade at Toth , when you want to sit and watch your children, it can get really
hot sitting on the bench in the sun.

1/6/2020 6:43 AM

9

I didn't know Legion Park existed until recently. I've never noticed it and don't know of anyone who goes there. I would have
clicked "neutral" to investing in Legion Park if given the option.

1/6/2020 5:34 AM

10

Parking Guaranteed entry at Weco Beach for season pass holders.

1/5/2020 1:20 PM

11

Recreation Senior activities, chess boards, better acccess to Toth Park for residents of BRIDGMan Estates, covered picnic
tables.

1/4/2020 1:58 PM

12

Boardwalk/Overlook Is the bridge at the south stairway going to be rebuilt? (Weko Beach)

1/1/2020 11:06 AM

13

Parking Splash Pad Weko suggestions: wifi, MORE PARKING, better food options at the beach house, broader variety of
music for summer concerts. Toth park is fine as is. Legion park is pitiful. Has no draw what so ever, not even worth the 3
block walk with 3 kids. A splash pad would be a great addition! Maybe a grill or two? Some sort of community event held
there might help boost its popularity.

12/29/2019 5:41 PM
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Bridgman Parks & Recreation Plan Survey
14

We're not so sure improving is important, as much as preserving.

12/28/2019 10:35 PM

15

No WiFi at the beach. We go to disconnect.

12/28/2019 3:23 PM

16

Campground needs plenty of work . Get rid of the all summer people that are getting a great deal for living on the beach.
Lots more money to be made with daily campers. Say 70 sites at $50 a night not a bad income. Set up some sites for early
and later season camping and get the Cook people coming in for outages $$$$$

12/28/2019 2:27 PM

17

There are already public restrooms at Weko. No need to waste money on an already beautiful park! Dont build it up too
much or your wasting money, hurting the environment, and taking away the natural beauty of this area. I dont like that dogs
are allowed at Weko either. They can take their dogs to the dog park in town People flock to the area how it is now. A new
playground, restrooms, needless updates are not going to increase the numbers. All it will do is make a naturally beautiful
park look tacky! Keep it natural! We love it the way it is. One idea would be investing in beach wheelchairs for the disabled to
enjoy the beach too! Thank you and God bless!

12/28/2019 7:32 AM

18

Weko is perfect just the way it is.

12/28/2019 7:31 AM

19

Restrooms Have restrooms available in May and Sept. keep beach cleaner. Need more trash cans. Love Weko beach

12/28/2019 4:17 AM

20

We always enjoy Weko Beach. Sitting on the beach at sunset in the summer, listening to TAPs is one of our favorites.

12/27/2019 10:34 PM

21

Boardwalk/Overlook Recreation Restrooms Longer boardwalks, addl bathroom facilities along beach, more community
activities at Weko, improved food area/store front, fix erosion. Great beach...love it!!!

12/27/2019 5:02 PM

22

Free Public Wi-Fi at the beach house at Weko beach would be extremely helpful as cell signal is non-existant there and it is
inconvenient to leave the park to make a phone call in order to return and have to pay another fee to get back in.

12/27/2019 3:04 PM

23

I LOVE our park facilities and beach area. I love that it's NO LIQUOR and family oriented. I love that it's not over-populated
(except on the hottest days).

12/27/2019 8:48 AM

24

Will not camp at Weko anymore. Too tight of campsites, no bathrooms on South side. 2 campsites need to be 1. Major
overhaul needed on both sides. Not a pleasant camping experience.

12/26/2019 8:37 PM

25

The dog beach access point is such a wonderful and special attribute of Weko, offering accessibility to people and pets, it
serves as an oasis for those seeking a quiet stroll in the early morning or late evening. And, as one of the many who need to
connect with nature, it is the most valuable part of the park experience and a treasure for our community to value and
protect. From a Parks perspective, it is not expensive to maintain, and, hopefully, will be preserved for all it offers while
requiring so little.

12/26/2019 1:38 PM

26

Why would money be spent on Weko when the water levels keep rising? Money would better spent at the parks in town.

12/26/2019 10:32 AM

27

More larger camp sites

12/17/2019 6:06 AM

28

As a seasonal camper at weko, I would get much more use and enjoyment out of having wifi accessible in the campgrounds.
Would love to be able to watch a movie inside out rv. We would even be ok with a rate increase for it, as would many others.

12/16/2019 5:24 PM

29

Boardwalk/Overlook Restrooms 1. WiFi at Weko Beach Campground for safety. 2. Improved bathroom facilities at Weko
Beach Campground. A bathroom in the primitive section would be nice. 3. Rake the beach weekly or more. 4. Fix the stairs
please. 5. The railroad ties around the campground are rotting. It would be nice to replace them. 6. Sewer in the campground
(that’s a wish!) 7. Level the campsites. 8. Keeps Taps...it’s awesome! 9. We liked Ben the police officer last year! I hope he is
still around or got a promotion! 10. We love Weko!

12/14/2019 8:38 PM
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30

I think Weko Beach is great asset to the town. I think a beach cam showing like conditions would be nice addition and might
be able to be subsidized with advertisements on the web page or sponsors. Also I know in the master plan there was plans
for more bike paths. I actually always thought a bike path from Church street railroad crossing area to Willard St behind
Industrial Fabrication would be nice 9 ( if they would give up some land) - kind of connects the downtown neighborhood to
the Pearl and Papalardo neighborhoods.

12/13/2019 9:07 PM

31

Na

12/12/2019 3:06 PM

32

Recreation Restrooms Bathroom updates Weekend Activities through out the campground ( poker runs, community
bonfires at designated campsites, campground pot lucks bringing campers togethers, ect...) Garbage Pickup through out the
campground Dogs on leashes at all times (this seemed to be an ongoing issue last summer 2019 )

12/11/2019 10:37 AM

33

Toth Park has a lot of potential. A pickleball court would be a good addition. The courts at Lincoln Twp Library is a good
example.

12/11/2019 9:31 AM

34

Recreation It would be helpful if programs could be offered at Weko Beach - lectures, excersise(such as currently being
offered). Also Zumba, Taichi, yoga, etc.

12/10/2019 7:10 PM

35

Chain Nets on BB Courts, Possible workout stations that you walk/run to.

12/8/2019 9:34 PM

36

I am on a tight budget. Bridgman is so cute and easy to get around. Nice campground and beach. Thanks for making a place
for dogs. I plan on visiting as much as possible next year

12/8/2019 10:16 AM

37

Restrooms Erosion I know is a priority, that is a given. But overall cleanliness of facilities - restrooms, beach, etc is also
needed.

12/7/2019 5:08 PM

38

Certainly, a fine example of a badly designed survey, making assumptions on the use of facilities.

12/6/2019 8:18 AM

39

Dog Park Dog friendly is huge!! Being a dog friendly community is good for locals and a huge tourism perk! placing dog
water bowls at the water fountains along lake street would be a nice addition.

12/5/2019 1:36 PM

40

Splash Pad It would be amazing to have a splash pad!!!! Please!!!

12/4/2019 5:21 PM

41

Restrooms Weko beach bathrooms and sewer smell are really horrible which is sad because the upper level of the building
looks good

12/4/2019 3:17 PM

42

Parking Signage to the parks and their services, and parking for the parks should be improved and in some cases
provided. The concerts at the beach are great!

12/3/2019 4:54 PM

43

Parking Improve food service/options at Weko Beach House. Improve public transportation options to Weko Beach when
parking lot is full.

12/3/2019 9:12 AM

44

An outdoor skating surface in the park would be a nice improvement. I don't think Weko Beach needs any improving or
developing

12/2/2019 10:01 PM

45

Boardwalk/Overlook Fix boardwalk at Weko Beach, more frequent beach clean-up (maybe establish a Friends of Weko
group that could help with this)

12/1/2019 8:51 PM

46

Playgrounds install a kids play ground with swings, slides, etc.at Weko beach. Get a good food vendor for the summer
time.

11/30/2019 10:29 AM

47

Playgrounds

11/26/2019 11:09 PM

Splash Pad I would love to see a splash pad! Also new equipment at Toth park or some more maintenance
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with the current equipment. Also spray for the bees and wasps that are always around there.
48

Park Benches Playgrounds Recreation Activities/programs @ Weko. Paved access paths from Bridgman Estates to
Toth park, more benches there to serve Sr. Citizens, as well as gates on the south side of dog park. A pavilion at Legion park
& better equipment.

11/26/2019 7:12 PM

49

Parking Bandshell, love the concerts at weko,but parking sucks, as a performer the stage area is not good, maybe build it
at Toth , plenty of room and parking.

11/26/2019 12:19 PM

50

Any opportunities for walking trails would be awesome!

11/26/2019 12:11 PM

51

For a community that strives on the small.town feel... you need to learn to live within your means. Stop blowing nonsense
money. Like the dumbass flashing stop signs, fake brick walls, and other fancy smanchy stuff to not keep the locals but only
draw in the tourists. In season and off our local communities are becoming not friendly to our locals. Our housing is priced
ridiculous. Get a grip. The frivolous spending and stupid crap.is why we moved from Bridgman, not just the city's poor
management but also the school system.

11/22/2019 9:14 PM

52

Splash Pad Any type of kid-friendly water scape would be amazing!

11/20/2019 8:40 AM

53

Playgrounds A larger play structure on the beach of Weko would be so great for the kids.

11/19/2019 6:51 PM

54

Park Benches Park Shade Playgrounds Restrooms Splash Pad Shaded areas on or very near playground at Toth
Park, fence or barrier separating playground from parking lot, post bathroom hours . A splash pad, benches, water fountain,
and picnic table would be great additions too. Weko beach - improve bathrooms (better ventilation?), enforce no dogs on
beach, make smoke free. Also make sure sidewalks are useable in winter (all the way to weko beach). Community center
with a good restaurant would be great too, with lots of indoor and outdoor seething, an indoor play area for young kids and
maybe some ping pong tables and foosball.

11/19/2019 6:15 PM

55

Playgrounds My family would visit Toth park if it was updated and had more to offer. I'm not even sure where Legion Park
is.

11/19/2019 5:29 PM

56

Splash Pad Splash pad at Toth Park, please!

11/19/2019 2:32 PM

57

Splash Pad Splash pad at the Toth Park!!!

11/19/2019 12:09 PM

58

Recreation See comment #7 for Toth Park thoughts. Cabins in need of maintenance (windows/footings) Program to
remove invasive species from Weko Extend entry fees times in season and also entend the season (at a reduced rate).
Develop a plan to repair & replace infrastructure. Use both Weko & Toth for programs. Eliminate permanent campers. Inforce
no alcohol.

11/19/2019 11:32 AM

59

Park Benches Park Shade Splash Pad I visit the toth park with my 3 boys ages 2 and under multiple times a week. I
don’t have anywhere to sit ever to be able to be near them at the playground, and I found it’s all in the sun. So on really hot
days there is no shade. I also would love especially on hot days a water area so my boys can play too.

11/19/2019 8:36 AM

60

Splash Pad Splash pad at Toth Park or Lake Township Park.

11/18/2019 10:08 AM

61

Dog Park Playgrounds Playgrounds are almost an embarassment...we go to St, Joe with our grandchildren for
playground. Also Bridgman seems to be becoming more and more unfriendly to dogs. Dog park on Toth Street is a poor
excuse for a dog park. Cannot even walk dogs at Weko in winter or fall...poor. I see more and more people walking dogs
throughout city on sidewalks and it seems the city becomes less and less "dog friendly" Who on the city counsel does nor
like dogs?

11/18/2019 9:34 AM
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62

Playgrounds I live right downtown Bridgman with three little kids. I would LOVE to have better areas to enjoy the outdoors
with them. We often go to Saint Joseph and New Buffalo because they offer more, but would love to stay in town!

11/18/2019 8:20 AM

63

Park Benches Benches placed often for elderly who like to walk but need to stop and rest often.

11/18/2019 6:29 AM

64

Dog Park Park Benches Park Shade Please add shade by benches at dog parks, or add seating under trees during hot
summer months? Also Please add more trees, and a dog agility component would be fun Also, the poop bags tear when
we try to take them off the roll in the dispenser and can’t be used if torn. Can you get a stronger or better quality bag?
Thanks for having a good dog park!

11/17/2019 11:54 AM

65

Playgrounds Toth Park; clean up and maintain playground area for families. Maybe some newer equipment too. Cut down
the chestnut tree by the dog park, too many spiky nut coverings fall on the ground all around the area. Dangerous for dogs,
and kids, especially fall and even early spring.

11/17/2019 10:59 AM

66

We need to be sure visitors to Weko Beach understand and honor the importance and value of this dunes habitat. I wish the
Township Park on Gast Road allowed dogs (on leashes) and (local) wines for picnicking. I would orefer to see Bridgman
Parks $$ to be spent on adding bike lanes. And the speed limit on Gast Road needs to be 30-45 mph - so dangerous to
families (and wildlife) who live on Gast. We greatly value our Parks Dept. Thank you!

11/16/2019 7:30 PM

67

Boardwalk/Overlook Dog Park Mitigate invasive species at Weko (garlic mustard, privet, spotted knapweed, etc.).
Abandon south section of boardwalk and remove dangerous retaining wall. Eliminate dogs from running on Weko Beach and
promote Toth Park for more dog activities. Place permanent footings under cabins so windows will open. Paint windows.
Close windows in bath-house in camping area and shut off the ventilation in winter - please! Shut off interior lights in winter.
Eliminate alcohol use in camping areas and permanent campers. Remove concrete groin structure from the beach. It's
dangerous. Collect entry fee (reduced fee $5?) during off-season months, except maybe December and January.

11/16/2019 10:13 AM

68

I usually go to Lake Township Park when I feel like going to a park which I am very satisfied with

11/15/2019 6:14 PM

69

Boardwalk/Overlook The boardwalk and stairs at Weko need to be improved/repaired/taken care of.

11/15/2019 5:17 PM

70

Park Shade Playgrounds Restrooms The bathrooms at Weko beach need improvement, and I think Toth street park
needs to be redone. It has a lot of graffiti. I also would support more shade planted in our local parks and playgrounds for the
summer heat.

11/15/2019 3:54 PM

71

Park Benches Park Shade Restrooms We visit Toth Park multiple times a week and the space could be used so much
better. Park benches for adults are a MUST. Something to provide shade in the summer would be great. It would be
WONDERFUL if the pavilion and bathrooms were updated. I would be way more likely to use them if they were updated.

11/15/2019 2:18 PM

72

Park Benches Playgrounds Restrooms Splash Pad We'd love a splash pad at Toth Park, a fence around the current
play space, the playground to be weeded, the bathrooms to be nicer, and for comfortable adult seating!

11/15/2019 1:03 PM

73

.

11/15/2019 12:05 PM

74

Park Benches Playgrounds Splash Pad For Toth Park we would love to see fenced in play area for our children,
benches, picnic tables, security cameras, better maintenance of weeds/facilities, updated play equipment, and if we are
dreaming a splash pad.

11/15/2019 11:43 AM

75

Parking On larger activities more parking spaces are needed.

11/14/2019 2:19 PM

76

Recreation I would like to see community programs, like a drop in basketball game during warm weather, or shuffle board
at the beach, or a drop in volleyball night at Weko, maybe giant beach checkers or Jenga...

11/12/2019 7:35 PM
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77

Have real food choices at the beach house and allow visitors to sit inside and play board games. I love coming to Weko.
Thank you!

11/12/2019 8:51 AM

78

Family oriented

11/12/2019 8:33 AM

79

We used to go to Toth Park all the time when I was little. When I got a little older it was the cool place to hang with friends
because it was safe and within biking distance. Now it has gone down hill... i dont feel safe walking there as an adult with my
parents let alone letting my kids go there. I once got attacked by a dog at the dog park and have seen teens loidering pry
selling drugs and other things... it just doesnt feel safe anymore and we tend to avoid it.

11/12/2019 6:06 AM

80

Parking My family use to frequent Weko beach almost daily in the summer. Unfortunately, due to the parking always being
full, even by 10am, we are unable to enjoy it. It's disheartening that community residents are not able to enjoy their
hometown beach "because it's full".

11/12/2019 5:49 AM

81

I love the Sunday bands on the beach. Also always enjoy camping in the cabins. I have been doing this for 15 or more years
with friends and family. Love cabins 4,5,and 6!.

11/11/2019 1:17 PM

82

Parking More parking please.

11/10/2019 9:34 PM

83

We would live to come back to Weko. However, we found the beach filthy and the camping management and grounds less
than acceptable.

11/10/2019 8:39 PM

84

Restrooms The bath houses at Weko beach campground are in dire need of attention

11/9/2019 12:02 PM

85

We love coming to weko. A few years ago we tried a different beach every week in our area and weko was hands down our
favorite!!

11/9/2019 11:49 AM

86

Don’t develop Weko anymore. Just maintain. It’s already wonderful. We use legion park for baseball. Develop that. Lived
right next to goth park. Never went there. Never saw anyone but occasional kids smoking

11/9/2019 10:49 AM

87

You should get online camping reservations.

11/9/2019 9:20 AM

88

Please keep the dog friendly beach access. And dial it back on the “tourist police”—safety is important but they aren’t very
welcoming. More food truck options at Weko.

11/9/2019 7:45 AM

89

Dog Park It would be nice if the dog park had some permanent obstacles for the dog. A third fenced in area

11/8/2019 11:45 PM

90

Parking I wish we could purchase a seasonal boat launch pass. We buy the seasonal pass but it doesn't include that, so
we usually just wait until after 7 if we do go. I assume this is because of limited parking. The parking lot is small and I don't
necessarily think it should be enlarged for beach parking, one of the reasons we love Weko is because it never feels
overcrowded. However, more parking for boat launching and boat launch passes would be nice. Regardless, Weko Beach is
our absolute favorite local beach. Also, the number of times we go to the beach applies to the summer months. We go
occasionally during the spring and summer. During the winter, we go to other Dunes for sledding.

11/8/2019 11:25 PM

91

Restrooms Won’t ever camp at Weko again until many improvements are made. Wider/less campsites, better
bathroom/showers, added water/plumbing/bathroom facilities on South side. Camping deplorable. Embarrassment really.

11/8/2019 10:52 PM

92

Playgrounds I’d love a play structure on the beach—like Silver Beach. We often choose to go there instead of Weko
because of it. The structure along the road is usually very buggy and always feels dark and dreary.

11/8/2019 10:25 PM

93

Restrooms Well camp ground and bath houses need improvement. Could use trash cans on beach area , on dog access
could use a few trash cans.

11/8/2019 9:56 PM
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94

Park Benches More beach area - cleaner sand - not sure how this can be done with high waters and wind

11/8/2019 9:34 PM

95

Lake township park is very nice already,but the other two need to be brought up to date. especially the legion Park.

11/8/2019 9:30 PM

96

Restrooms Resurface floor and shower spout at the Weko building

11/8/2019 9:08 PM

97

I live out of state and visit Weko Beach and campground several times every summer, it would be nice to have more cabins
available. Wonderful place and people. Thanks for allowing out of towners enjoy your peice of paradise.

11/8/2019 8:31 PM

98

Restrooms Any opportunity to experience outdoor spaces is an improvement in our eyes. Bike trails, walking paths, etc. I
did not realize Legion park was a play area. It was not on my radar as a city outdoor space. Bathrooms and camping
bathhouses at Weko need serious attention to be modernized.

11/8/2019 8:27 PM

99

Be more available to the regular guy

11/8/2019 8:21 PM

100

Boardwalk/Overlook New board walk, beach protection.

11/8/2019 8:07 PM

101

I don’t know where Legion Park is

11/8/2019 7:37 PM

102

Boardwalk/Overlook The boardwalk and stairs at Weko Beach are in need of DRASTIC maintenance/replacement.

11/8/2019 7:00 PM

103

Waco pavilion food menu

11/8/2019 6:58 PM

104

Wine fest should be brought back to weko beach. Too hard to access it at state park.

11/8/2019 6:42 PM

105

I would like to see the sand cleaner used every week,and garbage removed first thing in the morning before the wind starts
to blow trash away.

11/8/2019 6:27 PM

106

Park Benches Would be nice to have benches to seat and read.

11/8/2019 6:13 PM

107

Restrooms Would like to see the campgrounds upgraded with updated bathrooms and showers, sewage/water hookup.
Need to raise price of all camping sites. Need to have Weko Beach gate open earlier and close later to capture more
revenue for the city. Residents need to be considered first for beach access.

11/8/2019 6:11 PM

108

Splash Pad A splash pad? Outdoor Ice rink in the winter?

11/8/2019 6:09 PM

109

Would be nice to have more camping spots.

11/8/2019 6:04 PM

110

Weko Beach used to be the best beach in the area. Please restore it back to its glory days.

11/8/2019 5:57 PM

111

Legion park is not well advertised, and I miss the very loud, creaky swings! Not sure what the wooden structure is there. No
one uses it.

11/8/2019 5:52 PM

112

I have a ton of ideas, will come to city meeting to discuss

11/8/2019 5:50 PM

113

Maintain sign separating public beach and private.

11/8/2019 5:36 PM

114

Love the summer concert series! The only thing I could ask for is more of them!

11/8/2019 5:28 PM

115

Redevelop Toth Park for new uses and add security features to discourage loitering and inappropriate behavior from middle
school aged students.

11/8/2019 5:18 PM

116

Restrooms The beach needs more trash cans and the addition of recycling bins.. The bathhouses in the campground

11/8/2019 5:18 PM
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desperately need updating.
117

I would hate to se Weko beach disappear.

11/8/2019 5:17 PM

118

Family camping for years of memory’s.

11/8/2019 5:15 PM

119

Playgrounds I live in Lake Charter Twp. We frequent Lake Twp. Park a lot for their playgrounds. Their playgrounds are
better in my opinion than the other parks. I’d LOVE a spot at Weko that’s similar to Lions Park Beach’s playground in St. Joe.
That way I can just drive 5 minutes to Weko and not 15 minutes to St. Joe to play on the playground with my toddler. That
would be HUGE!

11/8/2019 5:11 PM

120

Park Shade Weko: Better usage of beach house with more food options. A lifeguard on duty would be wonderful. Toth:
more trees or a shade structure by playground and dog park. Please and thank you!

11/8/2019 5:11 PM

121

Plant new trees to replace the ones dying.

11/8/2019 5:10 PM

122

Weko Beach is Bridgman's most valuable asset and should be better maintained. Eliminate long-term camping. People who
park a trailer all summer aren't adding to the local economy. More turn over would be better for local businesses.

11/8/2019 5:08 PM

123

Camping prices need to be increased at Weko, Legion Park needs to be completely renovated. It has a lot of potential but
not in the state it’s in now. Toth Park could use fresh mulch and a fresh coat of paint along with the playground at Weko.

11/8/2019 4:58 PM

124

Add basketball courts to Lake Twp Park

11/8/2019 4:57 PM
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SURVEY SUMMARY
Introduction
The parks survey asked 9 questions in total which gathered
input from respondents on the concerns and desires of our
park patrons. We received 233 direct responses to our survey
and found that the respondents reside in a broad range of local
and non-local communities. Residents of the City of
Bridgman and Lake Charter Township combine to represent
about 64% of respondents with the remaining responses
coming from families who live outside of the City or
Township. The respondents represent households with a
combined total of well over 800 residents who highly value
recreational and leisure time activities and are somewhat
satisfied with the opportunities currently available to them.

The final survey question allowed for specific feedback to be
given on any topic through an open answer comment. The
comments covered a broad range of topics with the most
popular requests making up 9 categories. Those 9 primary
requests are as follows: restroom improvements, playground
improvements, splash pad/water feature, increasing the number
of park benches, improving parking developing shade in our
parks, expanding recreational opportunities and improving the
dog park. The top 3 requests were improving the restroom
facilities in our parks, replacing our playscapes and developing
a water feature or splash pad.

Findings
The survey feedback provided the Parks Department with
several clear data points on how the parks are used by
respondents and what types of improvements they would like.
Firstly, the survey found that Weko Beach is by far the most
used park by those who completed the survey and the top
reasons the park was visited were to use the beach and
boardwalks. The respondents also reported that they use Toth
Park primarily for the dog park, playscape and walking track.
Overall, respondents overwhelmingly support the continued
improvement and development of all the parks within the City
of Bridgman with as high as 83% of respondents supporting
improvements at Weko Beach and Campground.
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Weko Beach Parking Pass Sales

Weko Beach Pass Sales

May-19

Jun-19

Jul-19

Aug-19

Sep-19

Oct-19

Total

Boat Ramp Pass Outside Berrien County

0

2

0

0

0

0

2

Boat Ramp Pass Seasonal Berrien County

0

3

1

0

0

0

4

Boat Ramp Pass Seasonal City/Lake Township Resident

8

10

10

2

0

0
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Daily Boat Ramp

0

3

18

16

1

0

38

Daily Bus Parking Pass

0

1

0

2

0

0

3

Daily Motor Home/RV Parking Pass

0

2

2

1

0

0

5

323

1728

5095

3462

291

0

2

3

3

1

0

0

9

82

128

93

7

0

0

310

220

318

209

34

0

0

781

1
37

0
101

0
45

1
8

0
0

0
0

2
191

673

2299

5476

3534

292

0

Daily Vehicle Parking
Parking Pass Lunch
Parking Pass Seasonal Berrien County
Parking Pass Seasonal City/ Lake Township Resident
Parking Pass Seasonal Motor Home
Parking Pass Seasonal Outside Berrien County
Total

10899

12274
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City of Bridgman Demographical Data
Age Distribution by Gender
85 and Over
80 to 84
75 to 79
70 to 74
65 to 69
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Under 5
0

20
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80

100
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
Introductory
Meeting the needs of the local community requires a thorough
understanding of the community residents and their needs. To
develop this understanding, city demographics were analyzed
and the data has been included and utilized to develop the
goals and objectives of the plan. The data reveals that as of the
2010 Census, there were 2,291 residents living in Bridgman,
however the American Community Survey 2013-2017
estimates that the population has grown to 2,397 as of 2017.
Further evaluation of the American Community Survey reveals
the estimated age and gender distributions of the City of
Bridgman residents. These estimates are important to the Parks
Master Plan as people of different demographics often seek out
different recreation and leisure time activities. The objectives
of the master plan seek to build off of the previous plan and
address any newly identified needs of the community.

I. Regional and Local Collaboration
The Bridgman Parks Department hopes to develop parks,
trails, natural areas and recreational opportunities that benefit
the entire southwestern Michigan community. The objective of
this goal is to partner with local and regional community
organizations, municipalities and citizens who wish to foster
growth and connectivity through parks and recreational
opportunities that will improve access, quality and

sustainability in our local and regional parks. One such
collaborative effort that our parks department aims to achieve
is actualization of the Berrien County Trials Vision. Through
partnership with the Berrien County Parks Department, one
goal of our department is to become interconnected with the
county through a walkable/bikeable trail system.
Continued and increased partnership with Bridgman School
District is another goal of the department. The department
intends to partner with local schools to develop and extend new
recreational opportunities to the community through the
sharing of recreational facility space and other programming
resources.

II. Environmental Sustainability Developments
The acquisition of additional wildlife corridors to ensure space
is preserved for local wildlife is a continued area of focus for
communities across the nation. The City of Bridgman Parks
Department aims to develop green parks and infrastructure that
improve environmental sustainability for all while also
increasing space for wildlife habitats.
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III. Park Improvements
The park department has identified through examination of its
parks and collection of public input, several short and longterm parks development goals. These include improvements to
the Weko Beach and Campground, Toth Park and Legion Park.

Legion Park
The Park Master Plan identifies goals for the development and
improvement of Legion Park. The goals include the
development of a new play structure or utilization of the space
to establish an area for school aged kids to congregate.

Weko Beach & Campground
Improvement projects identified for Weko Beach and
Campground include a more aesthetically pleasing and
welcoming entrance sign for the park along with improving the
beach and campground restrooms and showers. Parking has
also been identified as an element of the park that needs to be
improved. Similarly, paving the campground drive is another
long-term goal that aims to improve accessibility and overcome
the washout of the current dirt road. In addition, cleaning the
beach and the sand more thoroughly is also a goal that has been
set for the parks department and identified by both staff and
public input. Finally, the development of space for bands to
perform during the Summer Concert Series is an area of focus.
Toth Park
Developments and improvements for Toth Park have also been
identified and recognized as goals. The goals for Toth Park
include replacing the aged playscapes, improving the restroom
facilities and pavilion, developing shaded areas and spaces for
middle school and high school children to utilize. Toth Park’s
size, location and available space make it a candidate for a
splash pad site that is a popular request by local citizens.
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ACTION PLAN
The table below details the five -year action plan and capital
improvement schedule.
City of Bridgman
5 Year Recreation Capital Improvement Plan
Table 3 Action Plan
2020/2021 Projects
Weko Beach Boardwalk Repairs/Extension

2020/2021 Total Capital Expenditures
2021/2022 Projects
Weko Beach House Restroom Renovation
Weko Campground Restroom Rennovations

2021/2022 Total Capital Expenditures

Parks
$ 30,000.00
$ 30,000.00

Grants/Loans
$
30,000.00 $
$
30,000.00 $

Total
60,000.00
60,000.00

Overall Certification
I hereby certify that the content of the recreation plan for the
City of Bridgman, Berrien County, Michigan includes the
required contents set forth by the Department of Natural
Resources.
____________________________
Mayor Vince Rose

____________
Date

Parks
Grants/Loans
Total
$ 75,000.00 $ 75,000.00
$ 150,000.00
$ 125,000.00 $ 125,000.00 $ 250,000.00
$ 200,000.00 $ 200,000.00 $ 400,000.00

DNR USE ONLY – APPROVAL
2022/2023 Projects
Toth Park Playscape/Splash Pad
Toth Park Seating/Shade
Toth Park Teen Hang Out Space

2022/2023 Total Capital Expenditures

2023/2024 Projects
Legion Park Playscape
Weko Beach Band Stage

2023/2024 Total Capital Expenditures

2024/2025 Projects
Toth Park Pavilion
Pave Campground Drive

2024/2025 Total Capital Expenditures

Parks
$ 125,000.00
$ 25,000.00
$ 25,000.00
$ 175,000.00

Grants/Loans
Total
$ 125,000.00 $ 250,000.00
$
25,000.00 $
50,000.00
$
25,000.00 $
50,000.00
$ 175,000.00 $ 350,000.00

Parks
$ 17,500.00
$ 50,000.00
$ 67,500.00

Grants/Loans
Total
$
17,500.00 $
35,000.00
$
50,000.00 $ 100,000.00
$
67,500.00 $ 135,000.00

Parks
$ 37,500.00
$ 50,000.00
$ 87,500.00

Grants/Loans
Total
$
37,500.00 $
75,000.00
$
50,000.00 $ 100,000.00
$
87,500.00 $ 175,000.00

The Recreation plan is approved by the DNR and the
community (ies) covered by the plan, as listed on page 1 of this
checklist is/are eligible to apply for recreation grants through…
Date:
By:
Grants Management:
Date:
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APPENDIX A:
POST COMPLETION SELF-INSPECTION REPORT
Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select
one)
GRANTEE:
PROJECT NUMBER:
PROJECT TITLE:
PROJECT SCOPE:

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE

LAND AND W ATER CONSERVATION FUN

RECREATION PASSPORT

City of Bridgman, Berrien County
CM-00-266

PROJECT TYPE:

Facility Construction

Weko Beach Restroom/Shower Improvements
$173,900. Renovate restrooms, retaining wall, storm sewer and pave parking lot.

TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)
Address

BOND FUND

Contact Person

City of Bridgman

Telephone

9765 Maple Street PO Box 366

City, State, ZIP

Email

Bridgman, MI 49106

Milo Root

Title

Park Director

269-930-0613
mroot@brigman.org

SITE DEVELOPMENT

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation
buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Project Closed

Restroom facility
SITE QUALITY
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2020 Weko Beach & Campground Fees
Seasonal Passes
Resident City and Lake Twp.
Senior Citizen Resident (First Pass)
Inside Berrien County
Outside Berrien County
Boat Ramp Seasonal Passes
Resident City and Lake Twp.
Inside Berrien County
Outside Berrien County
Daily Passes
Vehicle
Boat Ramp
Bus
Camping
East & West Loop—per night
South Loop—per night

$10.00
Free (at City Hall)
$40.00
$50.00
$30.00
$60.00
$70.00
$10.00
$30.00
$60.00
$35.00
$30.00

East & West Loop—monthly
South Loop—monthly

$750.00
$625.00

Cabins
#1,2,3,4—per night
#5 & 6—per night
#7—per night

$50.00
$60.00
$45.00

43

44

45

APPENDIX B:
POST COMPLETION SELF-INSPECTION REPORT
Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select
one)
GRANTEE:
PROJECT NUMBER:
PROJECT TITLE:

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE

LAND AND W ATER CONSERVATION FUN

RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

City of Bridgman, Berrien County
BF89-392

PROJECT TYPE:

Facility Construction

Weko Beach House (rennovation)

PROJECT SCOPE: $201,205. Reconstruction of Beach House including demolition, heating, plumbing, electical, boardwalk staris and ramp.

TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)
Address

Contact Person

City of Bridgman

Telephone

9765 Maple Street PO Box 366

City, State, ZIP

Email

Bridgman, MI 49106

Milo Root

Title

Park Director

269-930-0613
mroot@brigman.org

SITE DEVELOPMENT

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Project Closed

Yes

No

Community room flooring replaced, room separated from concession stand. Air conditioning installed.
Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation
buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

SITE QUALITY
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Weko Beach House Rental Rates

Weekend Rates
(Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Federal Holidays)
High Season:· May 1st – November 1st
•

· Resident: $1,500

•

· Non-resident:$3,000
Low Season: November 2nd – April 30th

•

· Resident: $750

•

· Non-resident: $1,500

Weekday Rates
(Monday-Thursday, Non-Federal Holidays)
Full day rental - 8 am - 11 pm $600/day
Hourly rental with a 2 hour minimum and 4 hour maximum $25/hour

Amenities Included
There is electrical access and plenty of electrical outlets in all areas along with
a sound system with aux hook up, private restrooms and a wrap around deck.
There is a preparation room with counters, a commercial refrigerator, a
freezer and sinks for renters use in low season only. There are 12 large round
tables with 5’ diameter, 6 small round serving tables with 30” diameter, 2
rectangular tables 94’’x30” and white folding chairs to seat 100.
All rental times include setup and cleanup time. A deposit of 25% of rental is
required upon reservation with any balance paid 60 days prior to the
event. Resident/Property Owner rates apply to City of Bridgman and Lake
Township residents.
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2020 Weko Beach & Campground Fees
Seasonal Passes
Resident City and Lake Twp.
Senior Citizen Resident (First Pass)
Inside Berrien County
Outside Berrien County
Boat Ramp Seasonal Passes
Resident City and Lake Twp.
Inside Berrien County
Outside Berrien County
Daily Passes
Vehicle
Boat Ramp
Bus
Camping
East & West Loop—per night
South Loop—per night

$10.00
Free (at City Hall)
$40.00
$50.00
$30.00
$60.00
$70.00
$10.00
$30.00
$60.00
$35.00
$30.00

East & West Loop—monthly
South Loop—monthly

$750.00
$625.00

Cabins
#1,2,3,4—per night
#5 & 6—per night
#7—per night

$50.00
$60.00
$45.00
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Beach House and Deck
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APPENDIX C:
POST COMPLETION SELF-INSPECTION REPORT
Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select
one)
GRANTEE:
PROJECT NUMBER:
PROJECT TITLE:
PROJECT SCOPE:

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE

LAND AND W ATER CONSERVATION FUN

RECREATION PASSPORT

City of Bridgman, Berrien County
BF91-349

PROJECT TYPE:

Facility Construction

Weko Beach Campsite Improvements
37,500. Underground electrical.

TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)
Address

BOND FUND

Contact Person

City of Bridgman

Telephone

9765 Maple Street PO Box 366

City, State, ZIP

Email

Bridgman, MI 49106

Milo Root

Title

Park Director

269-930-0613
mroot@brigman.org

SITE DEVELOPMENT

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation
buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Project Closed

Restrooms
SITE QUALITY
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2020 Weko Beach & Campground Fees
Camping
East & West Loop—per night
South Loop—per night

$35.00
$30.00

East & West Loop—monthly
South Loop—monthly

$750.00
$625.00

Cabins
#1,2,3,4—per night
#5 & 6—per night
#7—per night

$50.00
$60.00
$45.00
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APPENDIX D:
POST COMPLETION SELF-INSPECTION REPORT
Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select
one)

LAND AND W ATER CONSERVATION FUN

RECREATION PASSPORT

26-01531

Facility Construction

PROJECT TYPE:

$52,121

Grills, basketball court, bicycle rack, fitness court, parking lot and drive, pavilion/restrooms picnic table,
playground equipment and softball backstop

TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)
Address

BOND FUND

Toth Park Improvements (Formerly Southside/Municiple Park)

PROJECT TITLE:
PROJECT SCOPE:

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE

City of Bridgman, Berrien County

GRANTEE:
PROJECT NUMBER:

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND

Contact Person

City of Bridgman

Telephone

9765 Maple Street PO Box 366

City, State, ZIP

Email

Bridgman, MI 49106

MIlo Root

Title

Park Director

269-930-0613
mroot@brigman.org

SITE DEVELOPMENT

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation
buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Project Closed

The play equipment and pavilion are aged and out of date.
SITE QUALITY
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Toth Park pavilion

Toth Park basketball courts and pavilion

Toth Park play equipment
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Toth Park swing sets, play equipment and pavilion

Toth Park entrance sign

57

Toth dog park

Toth walking track
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APPENDIX E:
POST COMPLETION SELF-INSPECTION REPORT
Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select
one)
GRANTEE:
PROJECT NUMBER:
PROJECT TITLE:
PROJECT SCOPE:

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE

LAND AND W ATER CONSERVATION FUN

RECREATION PASSPORT

City of Bridgman, Berrien County
26-01023N1

PROJECT TYPE:

Aquisition

Toth Street Park - Formerly South Side Park (Municiple Park)
$12,591 Acquisition of three acres of land within the City of Bridgman

TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)
Address

BOND FUND

Contact Person

City of Bridgman

Telephone

9765 Maple Street PO Box 366

City, State, ZIP

Email

Bridgman, MI 49106

Milo Root

Title

Park Director

269-930-0613
mroot@brigman.org

SITE DEVELOPMENT

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation
buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Project Closed

Toth playground equipment is aged and deteriorating.
SITE QUALITY
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APPENDIX F:
POST COMPLETION SELF-INSPECTION REPORT
Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select
one)
GRANTEE:
PROJECT NUMBER:
PROJECT TITLE:
PROJECT SCOPE:

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE

LAND AND W ATER CONSERVATION FUN

RECREATION PASSPORT

City of Bridgman, Berrien County
26-00835

PROJECT TYPE:

Facility Construction

Veterans (Legion) Memorial Park
Relocation and refurbishment of playground equipment, gravel parking lot, wood chip paths, park benches, picnic tables

$$5,288 grading and landscaping, drinking fountain and LWCF sign

TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)
Address

BOND FUND

Contact Person

City of Bridgman

Telephone

9765 Maple Street PO Box 366

City, State, ZIP

Email

Bridgman, MI 49106

Milo Root

Title

Park Director

269-930-0613
mroot@brigman.org

SITE DEVELOPMENT

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation
buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Project Closed

SITE QUALITY
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Public Notices
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